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ment, the Government of India  had come to know  the  estimation 
in which  he was held  by  the local Government, and  by  all those 
with whom and for whom he  had worked. When  he  was still in  
the  third  grade of executive  engineers  the  honorary  title of Rhi 
was, in  1868, conferred on him  by  the  supreme Government, 
the Viceroy being  Sir  John Lawrence, who  knew  him well. And 
he was in the  highest  grade when, in 1876, he received the added 
distinction of Bahhdur from Lord Northbrook. Uneventful  as  his 
career  was  in some sense, and  almost  the whole of it in one place, 
i t  was  get  full of varied  and  productive service. In  1872 he  was 
elected an Associate, and  in 1883  a Member, of the  Institution of 
Civil  Engineers,  though  he was never himself in  England.  And 
he  was  alike  worthy of that  honour, and  worthy of some record of 
his professional life  and work. 

The illness which preceded his  death  had only for a short  time 
taken  an  acute form, but  he  had for some months been known to  
be  suffering from slower ailments,  though not  laid  aside from work. 
He  died  on  23rd February, 1888, after  an  eminently  active  and 
useful  life of fifty-nine years. 

The conditions of engineering work are different in  India from 
those under  which  the profession is  usually practised in  England, 
and different from those under which engineering works were 
carried on in  India  in  the  times of those governments which went 
before us. This Indian  engineer, KBi Bahadur  Kanhaya L61, 
showed capacities and attainments  which allow of his comparison 
with more favoured engineers at  home ; and as  a practical  worker 
he  maintained,  in  the way suited  to  the  requirements of his time, 
tho  credit  justly  given  to  Indian  builders of the  days gone by. 

DAVID LEES SIMPSON  was  born  in Old Monkland, Lanark- 
shire, on the  19th o f  October, 1839. He served a pupilage of 
five years  to  his $brothers,  Civil Engineers, Glasgow, and, pro- 
ceeding to New  Zealand in 1862, commenced his  active  career 
as a district  road-and-bridge  engineer  under the  late Mr. Thomas 
Paterson, M. Inst. C.E., occupying the position  from June 1863 
to  January 1865. He  next  acted,  under Mr. Paterson,  as Resi- 
dent  Railway  Engineer at Southend, New  Zealand, until  June 
1867, when  he  was  temporarily  appointed  Provincial Govern- 
ment  Engineer a t  Southlands  till  the end of the  latter year. 
I n  1868 Mr. Simpson was  appointed  District  Engineer for Roads 
and Works in the  Province of Otago,  a  position he  held  until 
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1872, when  he  was promoted to  Provincial  Engineer for the 
same province. He also acted  as  Consulting  Engineer for the 
Dunedin  and  Port  Chalmers  Railway,  the  first  line constructed in 
Otago. I n  1874 he  resigned  the Provincial Engineership of Otago 
to become Engineer  to  the Otago Harbour Board,  a post he held 
till 1882, when  he  left New Zealand. In  1883 he  went  to New 
South Wales, where,  until  his  death,  he practised  as a Consulting 
Engineer. His last work  was  a  design  for  a proposed new harbour 
at  Port Wollonggong. This  was  an  important scheme, destined 
to  convert  the  existing  inadequate  harbour  into a fine port,  giving 
a, depth of 24 feet a t  low water,  and capable of accommodating 
ocean-going  vessels of 3,000 or 4,000 tons. The scheme promised 
well, and obtained influential  support,  but before it could be com- 
menced its  author died suddenly, of heart disease, in  Sydney, 
on the  24th of January, 1888, at   the comparatively  early  age of 
forty-nine. 

Mr. Simpson was a kind-hearted,  genial man, and made many 
friends. He was of refined mind, his  tastes  being of a lofty  and 
ennobling  nature ; especially was he addicted to music, and  he 
was himself a very capable performer on the piano and  the violin. 
He  was elected  a  Member of the  Institution on the  7th of 
December, 1880. 

BENJAMIN  FREDERICE WRIGHT, younger son of the late 
Benjamin  Wright of North Shields, was born in  London on 
the 21st of March, 1845. After  being  educated a t   the  Grammar 
School, Crosby, Lancashire, he served a pupilage of three  years 
in  the  works of the  Great  Western  Railway  at Wolverhampton 
and  at  Birmingham  under  the  late Nr. Joseph Armstrong, 
M. Inst. C.E., Locomotive Engineer  to  that company. At  the 
latter place he worked under  his  elder  brother, Mr. T. H. Wright. 
In 1862 he  entered  the service of the London, Chatham,  and Dover 
Railway Company, under  the  late Mr. William  Martley, M. Inst. 
C.E., as a mechanical draughtsman a t  the  Longhedge Works, 
Battersea. At  the  end of 1863  he was appointed  District LOCO- 
motive  Superintendent a t  Chatham,  and  subsequently,  in 1867, 
held a similar office a t  Dover, where  he remained  for ten years, at 
the end of which  time  he  joined  the  South  Eastern  Railway Com- 
pany  as  District Locomotive Superintendent a t  Tonbridge  under 
Hr. A. M. Watkin. 
In the  spring of 1878 Mr. Wright  was appointed, on the recom- 
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